MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
Bill #

A 2847 Stec

Same as S 2070 Marchione

Title:

Repeal the Secure Ammunition and Firearms Enforcement Act,
Chapter 1 of the Laws of 2013

Justification:
The New York State Conservation Council stands opposed to the SAFE Act of 2013.
The SAFE Act is an example of the legislation that results when governments, without
any clear understanding of the complexities involved, react precipitously to a horrific
incident. The desire “to do something” overcomes the preferable path of dispassionate
evaluation of the real problem and a reasoned discussion of effective solutions. The
result is legislation that abridges the rights of the law-abiding majority and burdens the
exercise of those remaining while having little or no impact on the root causes of a
complex problem.
For almost five decades, the Council has had clear positions on firearms possession and
use:
To oppose control measures which levy discriminatory or punitive taxes or fees
on the purchase, ownership or use of rifles, shotguns, pistols and revolvers
(hereinafter referred to as firearms).
To oppose legislation that would require firearms registration or that would
require any citizen to give any governmental authority at any level, any
accounting of ownership, acquisition or disposition of firearms.
To oppose legislation that would interfere with the unrestricted legitimate
recreational use and ownership of firearms by law-abiding persons.
To oppose legislation that would disarm the law-abiding citizen so that they
could not protect themself, their family, their property and their community.
The SAFE Act of 2013 signed into law in New York is simply wrong. It protects no one;
it just attacks the legal gun owner. In the end, it creates more possible victims than it
protects.

Beyond the peril to our Second Amendment rights is the serious threat to the
democratic process upon which this country was based. Forcing bills through the
legislative process without adequate time for all stakeholders to participate in the
process now appears to be the new norm for sensitive issues.
Our legislators deserved more consideration and time to review proposals as far
reaching as this one. As residents of the State of New York, we deserve more respect.
Regardless of one’s position on this issue, the citizens of New York will remember the
assault on the principles of democracy perpetrated by the leadership to get this
legislation passed.
The public’s position regarding the SAFE Act has been clearly demonstrated. So has
their willingness, if asked, to be involved in a process to seek a resolution to the gun
violence in this state, and indeed, this country. The SAFE Act needs to be repealed.
What is needed now is real communication and discussion by all those who really seek
an effective remedy to the gun violence problem -- and it is not the restriction of legal
gun owners’ rights. The Council stands ready to participate in this process.
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