
NYSCC meeting 

April 9, 2022 

Division of Fish & Wildlife 

Director’s Message 

 

Dear Council members,  

 

Peepers are calling from our pond in the Helderbergs, geese and blackbirds are migrating overhead, and 

traditional trout season is underway. A boss gobbler is greeting the sunrise on our farm, reminding us 

that turkey season is just three weeks away. Spring is here--and the world is full of possibilities.  

 

As we begin to shake off the COVID mantle that has been restricting us for the past two years, we’ve 

been reminded once again how important outdoor recreation is to peoples’ lives. More than ever, folks 

are turning to hunting and fishing as safe, enjoyable, local, and inexpensive forms of outdoor recreation.  

 

We’ve recently made great strides with expanding opportunities for hunters and anglers: 12 & 13-year-

old deer hunting, expanded big game hunting hours, offering year-round catch-and-release trout fishing, 

the Holiday Deer Hunt, adding September deer hunting opportunities in certain WMUs, and simplifying 

freshwater fishing regulations to make them simpler, easier to understand and make fishing even more 

fun.  

 

In advance of this spring’s turkey season, we are holding more in-person hunter education courses than 

we’ve recently been able to. We look forward to offering even more in-person instruction and 

outdoorswoman workshops this year. We intend to pilot “Next Step” short courses in the coming 

months to help new and reactivated hunters develop their skills as well.   

 

We’ve recently adopted a grassland bird strategy that will focus our attention on this habitat type. In 

addition to aiding a suite of at-risk species, this work will also benefit pheasants and turkeys on wildlife 

management areas and surrounding lands.  

 

But we also face significant challenges. Chronic Wasting Disease is still knocking at our door, and avian 

influenza and COVID itself reminds us that wildlife diseases must be carefully studied and monitored, 

and that we must do what we can to limit their spread. Our partnership with Cornell’s Wildlife Heath 

Program, the NYS Departments of Health and Ag & Markets, is reaping benefits as we continue to 

develop a OneHealth approach to wildlife diseases.  

 

Our license sales system is improving every month. Hunters and anglers are supporting the habitat 

stamp program. We are making strides toward easier harvest reporting. The recent National Archery in 

the Schools Program State tournament reminds us of the opportunity that future generations of 

outdoor enthusiasts represent.  

 

It’s going to be a great spring! 

Dr. Jacqueline Lendrum 

Director – NYSDEC Division of Fish and Wildlife   
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Activities and Accomplishments 

 
 

NEW FISHING REGULATIONS 

DEC recently enacted fishing regulations to streamline and simplify the New York’s 
freshwater fishing regulations. The Bureau of Fisheries received 427 comments on the 
rulemaking.  All of the proposals were adopted except: 

• Changing the statewide regulations for the harvest of brook trout in ponds to 5 
fish / day with only two greater than 12’ in length, and 

• Creating a statewide regulation for year-round lake trout fishing 
• Removing the special regulation for Atlantic Salmon on Lake George.  

Notable regulation changes include:   

• New statewide regulation for rainbow, brown trout, and splake in lakes and 
ponds. The season will now be open year-round, with a five-fish daily limit, any 
size, with a “no more than two longer than 12 inches” harvest rule. 

• Statewide Atlantic salmon regulations will now allow for a year-round open 
season 

• Ice fishing is permitted on all waters in New York unless specifically prohibited, 
with the exception of Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, Lewis, St. 
Lawrence, Warren, and Washington counties where previous rules remain. 

• New specific dates replaced floating dates for statewide season openers to 
include: 
- May 1 - Walleye, Northern Pike, Pickerel and Tiger Muskellunge 
- June 1 – Muskellunge. Note that in 2022, DEC will allow for the fishing of 
muskellunge beginning the last Saturday in May to accommodate previously 
planned fishing trips.  
- June 15 - Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass 

• A five-fish daily walleye limit in Oneida Lake 
• A new regulation to limit the growth of the walleye population in Skaneateles 

Lake. No daily possession limit; 12-inch minimum size limit, open year-round 
• The statewide sunfish daily harvest limit has been reduced from 50 to 25 fish. 
• The statewide minimum size limit for crappie has been increased from 9 inches 

to 10 inches. 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 
BUREAU OF FISHERIES REPORT to the NYSCC FISHERIES COMMITTEE 

April 9  2022 – Cobleskill NY 
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A complete compilation of changes and an assessment of public comment associated 
with the final rulemaking is available on DEC's website. 

 
 

FISHING & BOATING ACCESS HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Cove Road at Oneida Lake Boat Launch (Region 6) – Plans for the launch 
have been completed and all permits have been secured. A bid will be awarded 
soon with construction beginning early this summer and ending in late fall.  -
 This approximately $1.6 million NY Works project features ADA-compliant 
parking spaces, two-lane concrete launch ramp with floating docks, canoe/kayak 
launch and fishing pier. This includes 24 car and 49 car/trailer parking spaces.  It 
will also have ADA compliant Port-a-Johns. 
 

• Black River at Deer River Fishing Access Site – Construction of a gravel 
parking area with ADA-compliant accessible parking spaces and an accessible 
single-lane gravel boat launch near the confluence of the Deer and Black rivers 
was completed last fall. This site provides anglers with access to a 10-mile 
stretch of the Black River between Castorland and Carthage. Anglers also have 
easy access to the Deer River. Total cost was approximately $140K and was 
funded by Marks Farms Natural Resources Damages settlement funds stemming 
from an enforcement action after a manure spill in the river in 2005. 
 

• Fourth Lake Boat Launch (Region 5) – Refurbishing of this popular boat launch 
site, which includes new paving and fencing will commence this fall.  

 
 
 

Outreach and Promotion 
• The Fishing Line – In 2020 we change the name, look and content of the our 

fisheries newsletter. Since that time we have expanded our subscription base 
from around 80,000 to 168,000 subscribers.  
 

• Survey of New Anglers– Based on the results of a recent survey of anglers that 
fished for the first time in 2020, 85% of 2,598 respondents indicated that they 
likely or definitely inclined to fish again. They also stated that more information on 
fishing opportunities, shoreline fishing and streamlined regulation would 
encourage them to continue fishing.  A technical Brief on the survey will be 
posted to the DEC website soon. 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTguNTUxMzg2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kZWMubnkuZ292L291dGRvb3IvMTI0MjU4Lmh0bWwifQ.2YXpDKWH0-5kcBbQT6pgCYiOLVWqB7dYzRfdhvHqnlI%2Fs%2F604358747%2Fbr%2F128357214175-l&data=04%7C01%7Csteve.hurst%40dec.ny.gov%7Cbf41b2d7a65b46e0395e08da0914ba7e%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637832281888578564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RgQ0KeA%2B5czR8krS5GIsOln8038M3PCdZPQErhhZJFA%3D&reserved=0
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• 2021 Angler Achievement Awards – Two state records hit the 
books in 2021. Chase Soptelean registered the new state 
record bowfin at 13lbs 8oz while Roy Isaac smashed the state 
crappie record with a 4lb 6.72 oz slab.  In 2022 anglers will now 
receive a patch instead of a lapel pin 

 
 

• Fisheries Information on the DEC Website - DEC will soon be implementing a 
new website platform.  Preparing for this change, the Bureau is taking a hard 
look at the information provided on the website and how it is organized. You’ll 
see a new easier to use website sometime in 2022.  
 

 
HATCHERY INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
Projects Completed Since September 2021 
• Renovations of the third residence at Salmon River have been completed. This 

will help with alarm coverage at this hatchery, which is highly vulnerable to fish 
loss due to its dependance on an array of deep and shallow wells for high quality 
water. 

• Installation of a second deep production well at South Otselic is complete, 
providing additional water for trout production. 

• The new fish ladder at Salmon River has been completed and was used for the 
first time during this spring’s steelhead egg take. 

• An electric fence at the Catskill Hatchery has been installed. So far it has 
successfully prevented black bears from entering hatchery grounds. In the past 
bears have frequently destroyed fish feeders and caused other damage. Bears 
would enter the hatchery at any time of the day, creating a safety issue for 
hatchery staff and visitors. 
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• Chateaugay hatchery was completely repaved, a long overdue project that has 
resolved a number of health and safety issues for hatchery staff and the public. 

• Three fish pumps were received in time for the 2022 spring stocking season, two 
for Caledonia and one for Randolph. Fish pumps are used to move fish among 
raceways and ponds, and to load trucks for stocking and transferring fish among 
hatcheries. Their operation will result in a significant reduction in physical labor 
and time spent on these tasks. 

 
Projects in Process  
• Decking and walkways surrounding outdoor production ponds and the new fish 

ladder at Salmon River is under construction and nearing completion. 
• A new building dedicated to rearing cisco at Bath is under construction. We are 

making an effort to be ready for production this fall, but the timeline is tight. 
• A new production well and large garage are in the planning stages at Adirondack 

Hatchery. The well will replace one that is currently failing, and the garage will 
provide dry storage for hatchery stocking trucks and other equipment, as well as 
a heated bay for repair work. 

• A second round of improvements to the visitor center at Salmon River is 
underway. Several initial scooping sessions have been held with the contractor, 
who has created visitor experiences at zoos and museums across the country. 
This project has the potential to result in a completely new and exciting visitor 
center at the hatchery. 

• The spring pond that serves as the primary water supply at the Randolph 
Hatchery will be dredged this summer. The spring is heavily silted in, resulting in 
poor eye up and increased disease at this hatchery. Randolph is one of the most 
important broodstock facilities for domestic trout in the system. 

 
 

FISH STOCKING 
 

• Stocking 2021 - The 2021 stocking season was a success, with virtually all 
stocking targets being met, and ended with a substantial surplus of brown trout 
yearlings. The only exceptions were splake (stocked at 44% or target) and 
domestic brook trout (60% of target). Shortages were due to poor post-egg take 
eye-up and depredation at Randolph. 

 
• Stocking 2022 - 2022 spring stocking is underway. As of April 8, Randolph, 

Catskill, Caledonia, and Bath have stocked 30 to 40% of their spring coldwater 
stocking targets. Hatcheries that stock waters in the north country, including 
Chateaugay, Adirondack, and Rome, have stocked 10% or less of their trout and 
salmon, but that will pick up as rivers and lakes thaw out. Air stocking of 
Adirondack lakes and ponds is scheduled to begin in early May. 
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HATCHERY OPERATIONS 
• Changes in Production The recent discovery of zebra mussels at Rome has led 

to the reshuffling of where some species and strains are being reared. 
o Heritage and Temiscamie hybrid brook trout can no longer be reared at 

Rome since they are stocked into zebra mussel free waters. Those fish 
will now be reared at South Otselic on well water. South Otselic has had 
one well that produces water of excellent quality for trout production. A 
second well has been installed at the hatchery to serve as both a 
supplement and back up to the original well. 

o Tiger muskies, previously reared at South Otselic, have now been moved 
to Oneida. A pilot project in 2021 showed that Oneida is well suited to tiger 
muskie production, with water that is typically warmer that South Otselic’s. 
This led to better growth and larger size at stocking than what was 
possible at South Otselic. 

o  
• Rome Hatchery Logistical Challenges – In a search for a zebra mussel free 

water source for the Rome Hatchery five test wells we drilled. These 
unfortunately yielded no additional ground water potential for the hatchery. 
Hatchery production will continue to be limited to brown trout (and a small 
number of lake trout) for waters that already contain zebra mussels. This has 
created logistical challenges to stock many of the waters that Rome is 
responsible for. Rome staff have been forced to significantly increase travel in 
order to pick up needed fish from other hatcheries. It has also resulted in a net 
decrease in hatchery capacity. System-wide hatchery capacity is currently just 
barely sufficient to meet statewide stocking targets. 
 

• Brown Trout Brood Stock Refresh – The effort to enhance brown trout 
genetics and improve post-stocking survival continues. The new “Romiskany” 
strain of brown trout being reared at the Rome Lab have produced second-
generation eggs. These eggs were delivered to Randolph and Catskill in the fall 
of 2020 and will become production broodstock at those hatcheries. They are 
currently yearlings and will be old enough for an egg take in 2024, with the first 
widespread stocking of what will be third generation, yearling Romsikany fish in 
2026. A sample of the second-generation yearlings are being stocked this spring 
into several study streams assess improved post-stocking survival. 

 
 
 

GREAT LAKES MANAGEMENT 
 

Lake Erie  
• 2021 Lake Erie Open Lake Creel Census – 2021 Walleye angler catch rates 

were the sixth highest measured in the 34-year survey and were well above the 
long-term average. Smallmouth bass catch rates were average in 2021 with over 
99% of angler caught bass being released. Yellow perch catch rates were well 
above average and the average length of a harvested yellow perch (11.7 inches) 
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in 2021 was the highest in survey history.  A full report on all 2021 surveys is 
available here: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/32286.html 

• 2021 Lake Erie Tributary Creel Census – This survey will conclude in April 
2022.  Preliminary results indicate steelhead catch rates in Lake Erie tributaries 
remain among the best in the country and well above the management plan 
target of 0.33 fish per hour.  Approximately 170,000 rainbow trout/steelhead were 
stocked into Lake Erie tributaries this spring to support this fishery. 
 

• Lake Trout Rehabilitation – In Fall 2021, DEC staff sampled wild lake trout fry 
near Barcelona NY.  This represents the first confirmed evidence of wild lake 
trout reproduction in Lake Erie in 60 years. The index of adult Lake Trout 
abundance declined in 2021 but was still near rehabilitation targets.  Older 
mature fish comprised a large portion of the population, with several fish over 
age-30 sampled.  Approximately 120,000 lake trout will be stocked in the NY 
waters of Lake Erie in early May.  An updated lake-wide Lake Trout 
Rehabilitation Plan was finalized by the Lake Erie Committee in 2021: 
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20managem
ent%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf 

 
• Warmwater fish sampling – Consistent strong age-1 walleye recruitment has 

been observed over the last seven years in NY’s portion of Lake Erie. 2021 
sampling also indicated the highest index of age-0 walleye ever measured.  Lake 
Erie as a whole is in a period of unprecedented walleye hatching success and 
recruitment which will benefit NY anglers now and in future years.  The 2021 
smallmouth bass abundance index was about half of the survey average and has 
generally declined since the highs observed in the early 2000s. The 2021 yellow 
perch abundance index was at the survey average.    

 
• Prey Fish Sampling – Rainbow smelt were dominant in the forage fish 

community in 2021, followed by yellow perch, gizzard shad, and alewife.  
Emerald shiner and round goby were sampled at relatively low levels.  Predator 
diets indicated that lake trout targeted mostly rainbow smelt while walleye 
targeted mostly round goby in 2021.  

 
• Sea Lamprey Control – Wounding rates on Lake Erie lake trout in 2021 were 

below target for only the second time in 27 years.  Estimates of adult sea 
lamprey abundance have also been below target for the last three years which is 
unprecedented.   

 
Lake Ontario 

• 2021 and 2022 Lake Ontario Creel Survey – A brief summary of the 2021 open 
lake creel survey results is below. The survey is set to begin this year on April 
15th and will run until September 15th. Beginning this year, the open lake creel 
survey, and the tributary creel survey we be combined and will be done annually. 
Previously the open lake survey was done annually, and the tributary survey was 
done every 3 years.  

https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/32286.html
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20management%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20management%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf
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o 2021 open lake creel survey  
o Coho salmon fishing was excellent in 2021, with catch rates ranking the 

3rd highest recorded in 36 years of the survey.   
o Average catch rates of Chinook salmon in 2021 (1.5 per boat trip) were 

28% above the long-term average; however down 24% compared to the 
most recent 10 years and well below the record catch rates that anglers 
experienced from 2017-2019 (3 per boat trip) 

o Catch rate of brown trout was relatively poor in 2021 ranking the 4th 
lowest observed throughout the 36-year time series, and 60% below the 
recent 10-year average. Catches of the typical 4-6 lb, 2-year-old brown 
trout were especially low in spring when browns are typically targeted. 
Most brown trout caught in 2021 were in the larger class of 3- to 5-year-
old fish, weighing 9-15 lbs.  

o Steelhead catch rates in 2021 were 15% above the long-term average. 
o Lake trout catch rates were very near the long-term average in 2021. 
o After a decade of relatively higher catch rates for Atlantic salmon, the 

catch rates in 2021 were substantially below average, ranking the 5th 
lowest observed in the series. Most Atlantic salmon caught and harvested 
are 3-4 years old and in 2019, only 14K Atlantic salmon were stocked by 
NY due to a production shortage that year, compared to the NYDEC 
normal total of 50K. Those fish would be 3 years old in 2021, so it is likely 
that contributed to the drop off seen in 2021.  

o  
• Sea Lamprey Control – The Great Lakes Fishery Commission coordinates sea 

lamprey control in the Great Lakes through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). All sea lamprey control treatments in 
Lake Ontario are done by DFO. Travel restrictions prevented DFO staff from 
conducting treatments in Lake Ontario tributaries in New York during 2020 and 
2021. During 2021, DEC partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Lake 
Champlain Sea Lamprey Control Unit to conduct successful sea lamprey 
treatments in Salmon River, Trout Brook, Little Sandy Creek, and Grindstone 
Creek. These streams are some of the largest producers of sea lamprey in Lake 
Ontario and conducting these treatments was critical to maintaining effective sea 
lamprey control in Lake Ontario.  
 

• 2021 and 2022 Spring Prey Fish Survey – The spring preyfish survey is a 
collaborative survey conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey, DEC, and the 
Province of Ontario using three large research vessels. In 2021 the spring 
preyfish survey showed low biomass of age-2 and older alewife and record high 
biomass of age-1 alewife. Due to the large numbers of age-1 fish in the 
population during 2021, the adult alewife biomass was predicted to increase 
substantially in 2022 and remain high in 2023. Rainbow smelt biomass was also 
up in 2021. A full report from the 2021 survey is available here 
(http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/ontario/Weideletal_April_PreyFishSur
veyResults_AlewifeAssessment_year2021.pdf). The 2022 spring preyfish survey 
is underway and results are expected to be available in late summer 2022.  

http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/ontario/Weideletal_April_PreyFishSurveyResults_AlewifeAssessment_year2021.pdf
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/ontario/Weideletal_April_PreyFishSurveyResults_AlewifeAssessment_year2021.pdf
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• Pen-rearing projects – All Chinook salmon and a portion of the steelhead and 

Atlantic salmon that are stocked in Lake Ontario are held in net pens at the 
stocking site for approximately 3 weeks prior to release. During this time the fish 
are feed and cared for by volunteers. Pen-rearing has been shown to provide 
improved survival of stocked Chinook salmon and steelhead. Atlantic salmon 
were held in net pens for the first time in 2021 and will be held again in 2022 as 
part of an experimental stocking program in the Salmon River estuary. Pen 
stocking began on April 5th and is proceeding as planned. A list of sites and 
numbers of fish being held in net pens in 2022 is below.  

o Niagara River 
 Chinook salmon 75,000 
 Steelhead  15,000 

o Wilson Harbor 
 Steelhead  6,450 

o Olcott Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 113,600 
 Steelhead  17,000 

o Oak Orchard Creek 
 Chinook salmon 113,600 
 Steelhead  10,000 

o Genesee River 
 Chinook salmon 111,400 

o Oswego Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 111,400 

o Salmon River 
 Atlantic salmon 15,000 

o Sackets Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 75,000 
 Steelhead  10,000 
  

• Coho Salmon Clipping/Tagging Study – All Coho salmon stocked in Lake 
Ontario from the 2016 – 2019 year classes were adipose fin clipped and selected 
lots were coded wire tagged. The purpose of the study was to determine the 
proportion of wild coho salmon in Lake Ontario and to determine the relative 
survival of spring yearling vs. fall fingerling stocked Coho salmon. Field 
collections were completed in 2021. Results indicate that wild coho salmon can 
make up a substantial portion of angler catches in some years and that coho 
stocked as spring yearlings recruit to the fishery much better than coho salmon 
stocked as fall fingerlings. Based on this study DEC converted fall fingerling 
stocking to spring yearlings. A study report is being drafted and will be available 
this summer.  
 

• 2021 Lake Trout Survey – The adult lake trout gill net survey was completed in 
September 2021. Results indicate that abundance of stocked lake trout remained 
above restoration targets in 2021. A full report will be available this summer. 
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• New Stocking Strategy – Fisheries staff, in conjunction with the Lake Ontario 

Fisheries Management Focus Group, have developed a new stocking strategy 
for salmon and trout in Lake Ontario. The new strategy should be released this 
summer.  

• Atlantic Salmon Plan – A plan to improve the Atlantic salmon fishery in 
tributaries of Lake Ontario is being developed and a draft should be released for 
comment this summer. This plan will guide DEC’s actions to improve returns of 
Atlantic salmon to various streams as part of an overall effort to create year-
round fishing in the lake’s tributary resources. 

 
 
 

INLAND MANAGEMENT 
 

• New York Trout Stream Management Plan 
o Stocking 2021 (9’ and 12” + results) - In 2021 approximately 90% of the 

yearling trout stocked met the 9” length objective and approximately 80% 
of stocked stream reaches were stocked with 12 inch or larger trout as 
10% of the total number stocked. 

o Signage - As part of our efforts to make fishing more enjoyable, DEC has 
posted Management Category signs on most of the State’s 1,500 miles of 
public fishing rights.  These signs convey not only the management 
category for a particular stream reach, but also the regulations associated 
with the reach. Look for the white and green signs with a trout on them 
when fishing trout streams with public fishing rights.   

o Catch & Release Evaluation – The Angler Use and Wild Trout Young of 
Year Recruitment Plan was finalized in July 2021. Young-of-Year surveys 
were completed in late August/September in 2021. Angler pressure 
surveys were completed on a sample of 25 stream reaches in the fall in 
2021. The data has been compiled and analyzed. Angling pressure 
between October 16 and December 15 ranged from zero to 39 hours/acre.  
A technical brief will be developed to summarize the fall 2021 data. 

o Stream Categorization Updates – The Categorization of New York State 
Trout Stream Reaches document was updated on March 22, 2022. 
Biosurvey results informed the conversion of one wild reach to Wild-
Quality reach. Two Stocked-Extended reaches were converted to Stocked 
reaches because they did not meet the minimum criteria for Stocked-
Extended.  Stocking policies were removed from 10 reaches that did not 
meet minimum criteria for trout stocking. In addition, 3 Stocked reaches 
were converted to Wild reaches to give preference to the wild populations. 

o Habitat Projects - DEC provided materials in support of six trout stream 
habitat enhancement projects undertaken by Trout Unlimited in 2021.In 
2022 we plan on providing additional support for the seven projects below.  
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/tsmpreachcat.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/tsmpreachcat.pdf
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o Priority Waters – DEC is working with Trout Unlimited at the national, 
State and Chapter level to develop and implement a Priority Waters 
Initiative to improve important trout waters across the state. Staff have 
been working with TU over the winter to develop a list of priorities based 
on a suite of criteria that were identified as critical for sustaining/improving 
our cold-water resources.  We hope to have a final list of waters and a 
plan for implementation later this year.  

 
• Panfish Management 

o New statewide regulations – More conservative statewide regulations 
were enacted on March 31, 2022, for Sunfish and Crappie to help provide 
sustainable quality fisheries across the state: 
 Sunfish: 25 per day, no minimum size, no closed season 
 Crappie: 25 per day, 10-inch minimum size, no closed season 

o Big Panfish Initiative - The Big Panfish Initiative (BPI) was developed to 
create destination fisheries for larger size panfish in select waters. The 
BPI is an experimental program that is being conducted to determine the 
impacts of lower harvest and minimum size limits on sunfish population 
age and size structure in select lakes throughout New York and to 
evaluate the level of angler satisfaction with this management strategy. 
Sunfish regulations for BPI waters are all year, minimum size limit-8”, and 
a 15 fish daily limit. Waters included in the BPI are Blydenburgh Lake 
(DEC Region 1), Lake Welch (Region 3), Canadarago Lake and Goodyear 
Lake (Region 4), Saratoga Lake (Region 5), Sixtown Pond and Red Lake 
(Region 6), Cazenovia Lake and Otisco Lake (Region 7), Honeoye Lake 
(Region 8), Silver Lake (Region 9). Results of 2021 trapnetting 
assessments are being compiled and will be presented in a Fisheries 
Technical Brief. 

 
• Lake Sturgeon - Lake sturgeon has been on the state’s list of Threatened 

Species since 1983. In the absence of natural recovery, a restoration stocking 
program began for the species in 1993. The 2018 Lake Sturgeon Recovery Plan 
revision set population and recruitment goals for the species to be achieved by 
2024. The overall species recovery goal is recovery in six of the seven 
Management Units. We conclude that four Management Units have achieved 
both the adult population and recruitment goals, up from three Management 

Project Title DEC Region Material Type
Hoosic River Planting Project 4 Plant material
Chittenango Creek Habitat Improvement Project 7 Rootwads and logs
Schenevus Creek Riparian Buffer Planting 4 Plant material
Wiscoy Creek  9 Wood material
Battenkill  - Camdem Project 5 Stone/rootwads and logs
Battenkill - Eagleville 5 Stone/rootwads and logs
Battenkill - Upstream Black Creek 5 Stone/rootwads and logs

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/bpistudy.pdf
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Units in the 2018 assessment. All three of the remaining Management Units 
show promising signs of population improvement. There are plans to collect and 
analyze additional data in two of the three unrecovered Management Units from 
2022 to 2024. Progress is summarized in the Lake Sturgeon Recovery 
Dashboard below. 
 

 
• Oneida Lake – A five-fish walleye daily limit was enacted on Oneida Lake on 

April 1, 2022. The estimated population estimate for adult walleye remains over 1 
million adult fish. High walleye abundance does not come without a price.  Both 
walleye growth and fall condition have been close to record lows the past 2 
years. Additional good year classes are recruiting into the fishery, so the modest 
increase in harvest generated by the regulation change should benefit the 
walleye population. A mark-recapture study and a full creel survey are planned 
for 2022 to provide more precise assessments of the adult population. 
 

• Finger Lakes Fisheries Management Plans – Ten of eleven Finger Lakes 
Fisheries Management Plans (FMPs) have been drafted and will be sent to 
Central Office for review. Once reviews are complete, DEC will release these 
plans for public comment.  These FMPs are the first in a series of plans 
committed toward more deliberate management of the States most popular 
fishing resources (AKA Top Waters initiative).  

 
• Lake Champlain 

 
o Creel Survey - The second year of the Ice Fishing Creel Survey was 

completed March 21 due to deteriorating ice conditions. Data collected 
from the second season will be included with the first year’s data for the 
final report which will be completed this summer. The second year of the 
Open Water Fishing Creel Survey started April 2.  An interim report of the 
first findings is currently being worked on, and as with the ice fishing creel 
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survey a final report will be draft using both years of data. These reports 
will be used to guide fisheries management of Lake Champlain into the 
future. Further creel surveys are being planned to collect angler data and 
input of the major rivers to the lake. 
 

o Atlantic salmon Pen Rearing - In cooperation with the Lake Champlain 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the City of Plattsburg, DEC will be 
conducting the second year of an Atlantic salmon net pen project. 
Approximately 40,000 smolts will be stocked into the Saranac River, with 
placed and held in the pens for three weeks. All Atlantic salmon currently 
being stocked into the Lake Champlain system are genetically know which 
is part of a Parental-Based Tagging study. This will provide a better 
understand to the Lake Champlain Cooperative on how salmon are 
surviving and moving within the lake, and if they migrate from tributary to 
tributary.  

 
o Lake Trout - Lake Champlain Cooperative made the decision to reduce 

lake trout stocking in 2022 due to an increase in the percent of wild lake 
trout captured during surveys. A reduction of 33% was recommended, 
which was accomplished by eliminating the NY portion of lake trout 
stocking into Lake Champlain. Monitoring of the wild lake trout will 
continue to be conducted and if the wild lake trout contribution declines, 
NY will resume stocking as indices indicate. Current research on lake trout 
includes the collection of acoustic telemetry data and genetics 
investigation, along with continued evaluation of sea lamprey wounding 
rates and evaluation of habitat use within the lake. 

 
o Round goby and the Canal System - Round goby have been detected in 

the Hudson River below the confluence of the Mohawk River. Round goby 
were able to migrate downstream from Lake Ontario via the canal system 
and the Mohawk River and now threaten to move up the Hudson River 
and into the Lake Champlain Canal System.  In conjunction with 
monitoring efforts, DEC and the Canal Corp. is developing a rapid 
response plan and exploring intermediate measure to stop the movement 
of Goby until a long-term fix can be implemented by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

 
• Northern Snakehead in Bashakill Marsh – In late summer of 2021 we received 

2 reports of anglers catching northern snakehead in the Bashakill Marsh, Sullivan 
County NY.  DEC Fisheries Unit conducted multiple electro-fishing surveys and 
collected no northern snakehead.  Results eDNA sampling reveal that 17 of the 
23 samples were positive for northern snakehead.  Further electrofishing efforts 
and eDNA samples will take place this spring 2022.   
 

• Seneca Lake Sea Lamprey Treatment –In June 2021, a total 31 staff from 
across the state and including partners from US Fish and Wildlife Service Lake 
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Champlain Sea Lamprey Control Team from Vermont (USFWS) treated about 
11.5 miles of Catharine Creek and three miles of Keuka Outlet with a selective 
chemical that specifically targets larval sea lamprey that typically spend three but 
can live up to 10+ years in stream sediments. A different lampricide was applied 
in October to the Catharine Creek canal from Montour Falls to the mouth of the 
lake to treat larval lamprey that were likely not affected by the earlier treatments. 
A specially designed application boat from the USFWS was utilized resulting in a 
more efficient and effective treatment in this area. Overall, several thousand sea 
lamprey larvae were eliminated from the Seneca Lake system which should 
benefit trout and salmon as well as other fishes in the immediate future. 
 

• Creel Surveys 2022 – DEC will be conducting extensive year-round creel 
surveys on the waters below.  These creel surveys are being implemented to 
provide baseline data that will be used for the development of Fisheries 
Management Plans as part of our Top Fishing Waters Initiative.  
 

o Chautauqua Lake 
o Black Lake 
o Otisco Lake 
o Skaneateles Lake 
o Esopus Creek 

 
• Brook Trout Climate Adaptive Stocking Study – DEC is entering into a 

contract with Cornell University to study survival ability amongst different strains 
of brook trout in Adirondack ponds.  This five year study will help DEC manage 
brook trout into the future of a warming climate. 
 

• Brook Trout Pond Management – DEC will begin developing a new brook trout 
pond management plan.  Our current plan, written in 1979, was written to 
manage in the face of acid precipitation. The new plan will seek to manage in an 
era of challenge of climate change, while also seeking to address recreational 
fishing management needs in the 21st century.  
 

• Black Bass Management – In 2022 DEC will begin efforts to re-examine black 
bass management in the state.  This work will include analyzing existing data, 
determining practices of other states and trying to learn more about the bass 
tournament industry in New York.  
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Fisher
Northern Zone
- 2019-22 - 181 fisher captured & 

collared 

- Locating & monitoring dens of 
reproductive females

Southern Zone
- Camera study completed in 2013-15 

& 2019-2021

- Working with Cornell to estimate 
distribution and abundance

What’s next?
- NZ - Use findings from fisher 

survival/productivity and trapper 
preferences to evaluate fisher season 
in ADKs

- SZ – Use updated distb’n/abundance 
data to conduct population modeling 
to evaluate harvest scenarios for 
current and potential new areas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A special, free fisher permit is no longer required (a trapping license and pelt sealing is still required). As described in the Fisher Management Plan, after declines in fisher in the Northern Zone (NZ), we revised the season to 30 days and initiated a research study to better understand the potential reasons for the decline. The goal was to assess survival and productivity of female fisher. The results from this study will be used together with trapper preferences to determine if changes to the NZ season are warranted. We completed a camera trap study to assess fisher occupancy and abundance across central and western NY prior to opening a limited season there. We just completed another round of surveys to see if there were changes in the population and to inform potential changes in the season structure. 



River Otter
Otter Surveys
- 2017-18 surveys mapped otter 

occupancy statewide
- 2022-23 - 1,450+ surveys winter sign 

surveys/year
- Compare changes in occupancy over 

5-year period to inform mgmt. 
planning & seasons

What’s Next? 
- Otter Management Plan 
- Potential for reopening Mohawk 

Valley/Catskills aggregates
- Evaluate potential for additional 

opportunity depending on survey 
results 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statewide otter surveys conducted in 2018 and 2018 were the first formal assessment of the population post-restoration. Results indicated that otters are established across central and western NY, but at relatively low densities. This is only one “data point”, so we are conducting surveys again in 2022 and 2023 to assess changes in occupancy (the proportion of the landscape occupied by otters). The results of this work will be incorporated into the Otter Management Plan. The Plan will also include an evaluation for the potential to re-open the Mohawk Valley and Catskills to trapping, which were closed several years ago due to concerns about low otter numbers in these areas. 



Bobcat

Updated bobcat management plan is 
currently being reviewed. 

• Major goal of the plan is to 
develop a harvest-independent 
bobcat survey that will start next 
year. 

• Results of this survey will be 
used to inform harvest 
management 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The five-year bobcat plan recently expired and is in the process of being revised. Originally, the bobcat population was tracked through harvest data in areas open to hunting and trapping and through observations of DEC, trappers, and the public in areas closed to harvest. Since that time, we have developed better tools for assessing occupancy and abundance (e.g., baited camera traps, hair snares) and will employ those in 2023 and 2024 to develop a more robust assessment of the population and use this information to inform potential changes in hunting and trapping seasons. 



Wild Turkeys

Open Reg Proposal:
• Suffolk Co – May 1-31, 1-bird bag
• Allow #9 shot to accommodate 

advances in technology
• Written comments by June 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wild turkey populations have declined from the all-time highs observed in the early 2000s. The decline in turkey numbers is related to several factors including a natural contraction after restoration was completed, landscape-scale changes in habitat and loss of habitat diversity, and a more abundant and diverse predator community. This is reflected in changes in productivity as measured by the “poults per hen” index from the Summer Sighting Survey. Productivity was higher, on average, from 2001-10 than it has been over the past 10 years. In addition, when we experience wet weather in the spring and early summer it can negatively effect nest and poult success, which has occurred two of the last three years. We expect improved turkey harvest this spring compared to last year. Hunters prefer to take toms (2+ year-old birds), so typically we see a two-year lag between summer productivity and spring take. Overall, turkey populations are lower now than a few years ago due to below-average reproductive success two of the last three years; however, the good news is that improved turkey productivity in 2020 will mean a greater proportion of toms available to hunters this spring compared to last year.



Ruffed Grouse
• Understand how WNV risk varies across landscape to:

• Explain variation in grouse abundance
• Inform strategic habitat management efforts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past 17 years, based on results from our Cooperator Ruffed Grouse Log, the percentage of trips where hunters do not encounter a grouse has been steadily increasing. This trend is more noticeable in the Southern Zone (the light-colored bars in the chart) than in the Northern Zone (the dark-colored bars). At the same time, the flush rate (grouse flushed/hour) has been declining and we have not seen populations rebound to levels observed in 2010. Based on data from radio-tagged grouse, annual survival of NY grouse is similar to Maine where populations are doing well, so this points to a problem with recruitment in NY (the number of birds that hatch and survive into the fall). Research in Pennsylvania indicates that West Nile Virus (WNV) can have a strong effect on grouse chick survival in years when it is prevalent on the landscape (i.e., WNV is not consistent from year-to-year). To address this, we are doing two things: (1) developing a “Grouse Priority Area Siting Tool” (map on the right) that uses information on grouse abundance, habitat, and WNV risk to identify areas where it is most strategically advantageous to conduct habitat management; and (2) developing a research project with SUNY ESF to understand how WNV risk varies across the landscape. The map above uses WNV risk data from Pennsylvania, but the factors that drive this risk such as elevation and latitude may be different for NY. The results from this research will be used to refine this map and improve our strategic approach to habitat management for ruffed grouse. 



American Woodcock
• Regional study of 

migration timing, 
stopover habitat use 
(2018-20)

• NY resident bird habitat 
use and survival to inform 
habitat management 
(2022-24)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Woodcock have continued a slow, steady long-term decline in abundance across the Flyway. DEC caught and radio-tagged woodcock as part of a regional study in fall 2018 and 2019 coordinated by the University of Maine (the study continued in 2020 but DEC did not radio-tag birds that year). The goal of that work was to understand migration timing, use of “stop over” habitats during migration, and survival.To improve recruitment of NY’s resident birds (birds who breed and raise young here prior to migration) we are working with SUNY Brockport on a study of habitat use and survival of resident birds radio-tagged in the spring. The information from this work will be used to inform habitat improvements for resident birds to augment recruitment. 



Ring-necked pheasants
• Continuing infrastructure & 

biosecurity improvements at 
Reynolds Game Farm

• Pheasant Mgmt. Plan Update
• Hunter surveys to understand:
• factors that contribute to 

hunter satisfaction
• expectations for pheasant 

propagation program 
• expectations for wild pheasant 

management 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past few years DEC was able to secure about $2 million in NY Works funding to make infrastructure and biosecurity improvements at Reynolds Game Farm. This work is on-going with the latest projects improving drainage, securing outdoor flight pens, and constructing a new “wash room” for cleaning and disinfecting equipment. The ten-year management plan for pheasants is being updated and as part of this effort we are conducting a two-phase survey. The first phase survey was sent to a broad cross-section of randomly- selected NY licensed hunters to understand their awareness of and support for DEC’s pheasant propagation program. The second phase survey was sent to hunters who specifically indicated that they hunt pheasants to understand what drives their hunting effort and satisfaction and what their expectations are for pheasant management. This survey work will be completed by early summer 2022 and used to update the pheasant management plan. 



Mallard and Black Duck Research

Goal: To understand survival, 
reproduction, and habitat usage 
throughout the full annual cycle
• 22 state, federal, NGOs
• >1,700 female mallards and black 

ducks over 4 years
• 2022: 300 mallards, 150 black 

ducks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past 20 years, mallard populations in New York and the Northeast United States have declined significantly, leading to reduced bag limits starting in 2018. In 2022, DEC, Pennsylvania Game Commission, the University of Saskatchewan, and Ducks Unlimited initiated a regional project to understand annual mallard reproduction, survival, and habitat use. One of the largest studies of its kind ever conducted, the goal is to band and tag over 1,700 mallards over four years. When mallards are being captured and tagged during the winter, field biologists and technicians will also band and tag black ducks to collect similar data on their migration and survival. 



You can follow 
along…

https://atlantic-
flyway-waterfowl-
gps.weebly.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GPS-tagged birds can be followed on-line. 

https://atlantic-flyway-waterfowl-gps.weebly.com/


2022-23 Waterfowl 
Seasons
• Bag limit changes:
• Sea ducks part of regular 6-duck 

bag, but may only take 4 incl <3 
scoters, 3 LT ducks, or 3 eiders; 1 
female eider

• Up to 6 hooded mergansers may 
be harvested as part of the 6-
duck general bag limit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mallard bag limit changed from 4 birds to 2 birds a few years ago. The Atlantic Flyway Council has completed a new harvest strategy for mallards this spring.  We will use that to set future mallard bag limits and the breeding population estimate will determine if the bag limit in 2023-2024 will be 4(2 hen), 2 (1 hen), or 1. 



Duck Season Setting Process 
– Round 2

• Currently in year 4 (2022-23 season) of 5 
years

• Updating inputs for 2025-2029 season 
setting:

• New survey of hunter values (fall 2022)
• Updating abundance and migration data
• Task force will identify season 

alternatives to be evaluated using 
hunter survey and 
abundance/migration data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four years ago, DEC created a new process for setting duck seasons. The process uses information on duck abundance and migration along with the value hunters’ place on various factors such as opportunity to go afield and harvest success to identify the optimal season structure for a five-year period. Since we are in year four of this five-year decision framework, DEC staff are working to update this information in anticipation of 2025. You can read more about the season setting process on the DEC website: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/40737.html.  



Hunter Education 
Program 2022-23

• In-person and on-line courses offered

• ‘Next step’ advanced hunter education courses being piloted

• Work with Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, National Deer 
Association, and others on workshops and mentoring events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prior to COVID-19, DEC certified about 30,000 new hunters each year (20K firearms; 10K bow) and 1,200 new trappers. When in-person courses were shut down in 2020, we offered an on-line course and roughly 97,000 new hunters were certified. Late in 2020 through 2021 a limited number of in-person courses were offered in addition to the on-line course, and we expect the number of in-person course offerings in 2022 to significantly higher than previous years. An on-line option will continue to be available. In 2020 and 2021, about 1,500 new trappers were certified through home study and in-person courses as an on-line option was not available. An on-line option for trapper education is in development. In 2022, we will be piloting ‘Next Step’ courses for certified hunters and trappers. These hands-on workshops are designed to teach advanced skills to novices and will be offered in bowhunting, crossbowhunting, shotgun marksmanship, rifle marksmanship, and trapping. Based on the feedback received during the pilot process, we will make improvements to the course content and potentially expand ‘Next Step’ courses to other topic areas (e.g., field dressing game). 
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