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Bureau of Fisheries Staffing 
 

Location 
Permanent 

Staff 
Region 1 3 
Region 2 2 
Region 3 4 
Region 4 4 
Region 5 4 
Region 6 7 
Region 7 5 
Region 8 6 
Region 9 6 
Adirondack Hatchery 4 
Bath Hatchery 5 
Caledonia Hatchery 7 
Catskill Hatchery 6 
Chateaugay Hatchery 4 
Chautauqua Hatchery 3 
Oneida Hatchery 4 
Randolph Hatchery 6 
Rome Hatchery 7 
Salmon River Hatchery 9 
South Otselic Hatchery 4 
Van Hornesville Hatchery 3 
Fish Disease Control Center 3 
Lake Erie Unit 6 
Lake Ontario Unit 5 
Central Office 10 
Total 127 
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Activities and Accomplishments – April 2022 – present 
 
 

HUNT FISH NY TACKLE BOX 

DEC unveiled a new feature in DEC’s HuntFishNY mobile app. The “Tackle Box, 
“is an interactive map tool that provides anglers “Fishing regulations, boating 
access and stocking information on their smart phones, all with just a touch of a 
finger.  The Tackle Box’s map-based interface allows users to search for 
waterbodies by name, or by panning and zooming. Highlighted waters are 
clickable, providing information on special fishing regulations, fish stocking, and 
boating/fishing access sites owned by DEC, the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation, the New York State Canal Corporation, 
and New York City Department of Environmental Protection. There’s also a 
‘navigate’ feature that gives users driving directions to the boating access site of 
their choice. Additionally, the Tackle Box has an offline feature that allows 
anglers to find information when cell service is not available. For more about the 
Tackle Box visit https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/96470.html. 

 
 

FISHING & BOATING ACCESS HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Cove Road at Oneida Lake Boat Launch (Region 6) –– Construction of the 
Barge Canal @ Cove Road Boat Launch Site east of Oneida Lake began in 
June.  The site will have several ADA Compliant features, including a two-lane 
concrete launch ramp with floating docks, canoe/kayak launch, fishing pier, port-
a-johns, and accessible parking.  The parking area will have 24 car and 49 
car/trailer parking spaces.  NY Works funding through Adventure New York 
Initiative is funding the project. 

 
• Fourth Lake Boat Launch (Region 5) – Refurbishing of this popular boat launch 

site, which includes new paving and fencing will commence this fall.  
 
 
 

Outreach and Promotion 
• The Fishing Line – The number of subscribers has increased from 168,000 in 

the spring to 174,000 at present.  The Bureau of Fisheries continues to provide 
anglers informative messages about fishing and freshwater fisheries 
management in New York. New in 2022, we’re featuring a Fisheries Staff 
Spotlight each month to let you know about the great professionals who work for 
the Bureau of Fisheries. 
 

• Survey of New Anglers– Based on the results of a recent survey of anglers that 
fished for the first time in 2020, 85% of 2,598 respondents indicated that they 
likely or are definitely inclined to fish again. They also stated that more 
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information on fishing opportunities/where to fish and additional shoreline fishing 
opportunities would encourage them to continue fishing.  A technical Brief on the 
survey is available at: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/anglersurveytb.pdf 
 
Region 2 Outreach and Education - R2 made improvements to its fishing 
outreach program through the following: made train-the-trainer programs more 
robust by assisting participants with their fishing programs subsequent to 
training; developed a short video showing how to get started freshwater fishing in 
NYC (currently in editing phase in Albany); expanded our number of pop-up 
fishing clinics throughout NYC; and increased the number of under-represented 
groups we fish with to include Latino Outdoors, Outdoor Afro, and two non-profits 
serving people with disabilities. 
 

• 2022 Angler Achievement Awards State Records 
o Bailey Williams of Watertown caught a 35 lb. 12 oz. 

channel catfish from the Black River in Jefferson County on 
May 8, 2022, breaking the previous record by 9 ounces.  
 

o Thomas Russell Jr. of Albion reeled in an 8 lb. 6 oz. 
smallmouth bass from Cayuga Lake (Seneca County) on 
June 15th while fishing in a Finger Lakes Open Bass 
Tournament.  

 
 
 
 

HATCHERY INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Recently completed hatchery Infrastructure Projects: 
  

• Caledonia Hatchery – the renovation of the historic main hatchery building has 
been completed, and new manager’s office adjoining the hatchery building has 
been constructed. This building dates back to the 1800s and is part of the oldest, 
continually operating hatchery in North America. 

 
• Randolph Hatchery – The spring pond that supplies the hatchery with water had 

over the years become silted in. This has been resulting in a variety of fish health 
issues at the hatchery. A project to dredge the spring pond was recently 
completed, and the water quality is markedly improved. 

 
• Salmon River – The fish ladder, which was in a state of disrepair and potentially 

in danger of collapsing, has been replaced. In connection with this project the 
observation decks around the ladder and holding ponds have been replaced and 
significantly increased in size. The decks are almost complete, with some detail 
work on the railings still to be addressed by the contractor. Since they are health 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/anglersurveytb.pdf
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and safety issues the ladder and grounds are not yet open to the public, but 
hopefully will be in time for the fall egg take. 

 
• Van Hornesville Hatchery – A new residence for the hatchery manager has 

been completed, replacing the former residence which was in very poor 
condition.  Hatchery managers are required to live on-site to provide a degree of 
hatchery security and after-hours emergency response. We have committed 
ourselves to modernizing hatchery residences and replacing them where 
needed. 

  
Notable projects in progress: 
  

• Caledonia Hatchery – we are reconstructing a large round pond at Caledonia, 
which will allow us to rear up to 60,000 additional trout when completed. We 
have had delays with our permitting office, but hope to complete the project over 
the next year. 

 
• Chautauqua Hatchery – We will be constructing a new managers residence at 

the hatchery to replace the badly deteriorated existing residence. Operations 
staff are currently working on a design for the new residence. 

 
• Randolph Hatchery - DEC staff are working with OGS to contract with a design 

consultant that has experience building fish hatcheries to develop plans to rebuild 
and modernize the Randolph Fish Hatchery. We hope to have a contractor 
selected late fall/early winter. This hatchery is a major broodstock facility for the 
state’s domestic brown, rainbow, and brook trout. The concrete ponds are in 
extremely poor condition and are vulnerable to heavy bird depredation. We 
envision a modern, indoor facility that will greatly increase hatchery efficiency. 

 
 

 
FISH STOCKING 

 
 

• Stocking 2022 - The 2022 stocking season was a success, with virtually all 
stocking targets being met or with only minor shortfalls. We have made progress 
in more accurately projecting hatchery production and matching it to stocking 
needs so that do not have large numbers of surplus trout. It is difficult to find 
waters for surplus trout, and they are stocked late in the season when water 
temperatures are high, leading to poor survival. By more accurately matching 
production with stocking needs we have been able to make the hatchery system 
more efficient. 
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HATCHERY OPERATIONS 

 
• Brown Trout Brood Stock Refresh – Our domestic hatchery brown trout strain 

was developed in the 1950’s, and since that time they have been heavily 
selected for resistance to fish disease so that they can be more successfully 
reared in our hatcheries. This artificial selection has come at the cost of 
decreased post-stocking survival. In recent decades the survival of hatchery 
brown trout post-stocking has declined compared to what it was 1970’s and 
1980’s. 

 
• New Fish Food – Several years ago DEC switched fish food vendors to 

BioOregon, which makes some of the highest quality fish feed available. As a 
result, we have seen increased growth per pound of feed, improved effluent as 
the result of using less feed, and markedly improved fish health. We are using 
significantly less of the chemicals used to treat fish health problems than we 
have prior to switching to the new feed. 

 
 
 

GREAT LAKES MANAGEMENT 
 

Lake Erie  
 

• Lake Trout Habitat Rehabilitation – In Spring 2021 and again in Spring 2022, 
DEC staff sampled wild lake trout fry near Barcelona NY.  This represents the 
first confirmed evidence of wild lake trout reproduction in Lake Erie in 60 years. 
Preliminary results of the 2022 adult lake trout assessment indicated an adult 
abundance that met rehabilitation targets.  Older mature fish comprised a large 
portion of the population.  Approximately 280,000 lake trout will be stocked in 
Lake Erie in early May 2023 in accordance with the rehabilitation plan. An 
updated lake-wide Lake Trout Rehabilitation Plan was finalized by the Lake Erie 
Committee in 2021: 
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20managem
ent%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf 

 

 
Figure 1. First wild Lake Erie lake trout fry in 60 years. 

 

http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20management%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf
http://www.glfc.org/pubs/lake_committees/erie/LEC_lake%20trout%20management%20plan%202021_FINALdocx.pdf
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• Warmwater Fish Sampling – Consistent strong age-1 walleye recruitment has 
been observed over the last seven years in NY’s portion of Lake Erie. 2021 
sampling also indicated the highest index of age-0 walleye ever measured. Lake 
Erie as a whole is in a period of unprecedented walleye hatching success and 
recruitment which will benefit NY anglers now and in future years.  The 2022 
survey indexing walleye, bass, and yellow perch is occurring now and preliminary 
results should be available in October. 

 
• Prey Fish Sampling – The 2022 prey fish survey will occur in late October. 

Summer predator diets indicated that lake trout and walleye targeted a mix of 
rainbow smelt and round goby in 2022. 

 
• Sea Lamprey Control – Preliminary 2022 results indicate that lake trout 

wounding was once again very low.  Wounding rates on Lake Erie lake trout in 
2021 were below target for only the second time in 27 years.  Estimates of adult 
sea lamprey abundance have also been below target for the last three years 
which is unprecedented. In May 2022 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
conducted a successful lampricide treatment in the Cattaraugus Creek. Complete 
results for the 2022 survey year will be available in Spring 2023. 

 
• 2022 Lake Erie Open Lake Creel Census – Preliminary results of the 2022 

open lake creel census revealed the third highest walleye catch rates measured 
in the 35-year survey, behind only 2019 and 2020.  Anglers are encountering 
many smaller walleye as a result of exceptional hatching success in recent years.  
Smallmouth bass catch rates have been above average with over 99% of angler 
caught bass being released.  Most bass effort has been focused on the area 
around Buffalo.  Spring yellow perch fishing was above average with harvested 
yellow perch averaging just over 11 inches.  This survey ends in October and a 
full report will be available in Spring, 2023.   

 
In late August 2022 the National Walleye Tour held its championship event in 

 Dunkirk, NY, on Lake Erie. 
 

• 2021 Lake Erie Tributary Creel Census – This survey concluded in April 2022.  
Results indicate steelhead catch rates in Lake Erie tributaries were 0.44 fish per 
hour, well above the management plan target of 0.33 fish per hour.  The Lake 
Erie tributary steelhead fishery remains among the best in the country. 
Approximately 197,000 rainbow trout/steelhead were stocked into New York’s 
Lake Erie tributaries this spring to support this fishery. 

 
 
Lake Ontario 

• 2022 Lake Ontario Open Lake Creel Survey 
o The NYSDEC Lake Ontario Fishing Boat Survey has tracked angler effort 

and catch rates from April-September since 1985. 
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o From April-August 2022, fishing boat effort decreased by about 4% 
compared to 2021 and effort among boats targeting trout and salmon was 
17% below the 10-year average.  

o Chinook salmon fishing quality from April-August increased by 76% 
compared to 2021 with combined monthly average catch rates of 2.6 fish 
per trip. These rates ranked the 4th highest April-August in the 36-year 
series. King fishing was exceptionally good in July but cooled off in 
August. 

o Coho salmon fishing quality from April-August was also very good. Coho 
salmon catch rates averaged 0.3 fish per boat trip, ranking the 5th highest, 
and were 68% higher than the long-term average.  

o Brown trout fishing quality in spring 2022 (when browns are mostly 
targeted) rebounded from the near record lows observed in 2021. Angler 
catch rates averaged 3.3 brown trout per trip in April and 1.6 fish per trip in 
April/May combined, which were both the 8th highest in the survey record. 
Unlike 2021, the typical-sized 4-6 lb. brown trout were plentiful in spring 
2022 with some trophy browns exceeding 15 lbs. 

o Atlantic salmon have always been a minor component of the fishery, but 
recent years have shown an upswing in catch rates.  From April-August 
2022, Atlantic salmon catch rates (0.04) were 159% above the long-term 
average (0.02 per boat trip). 

o Rainbow trout fishing quality from April-August 2022 was about 10% 
above the long-term average and ranked the 13th highest among the 36-
year series.  

o Lake trout catch rates April-August was 12% below the long-term average. 
Some anglers will switch to targeting rainbow trout and lake trout when 
their preferred species (Chinook salmon and brown trout) are not 
available. Fishing for those species was relatively good in Apr-August 
2022 and this may have influenced catch rates for lake trout and rainbows. 
i.e., less boats were fishing for lake trout and rainbow trout so less were 
caught per trip.  

o One of the strengths of the Lake Ontario trout and salmon fishery is the 
diversity of species available to anglers. In years when some species are 
less available, other species can still provide a good fishing experience. In 
2022, total trout and salmon catch rates from April-August averaged 5 fish 
per trip compared to the long-term average of 3.2 fish per trip and the 10-
year average of 4.4 per trip. 

o The fishing boat survey also tracks the numbers of lampreys observed by 
anglers. Sea lamprey are an invasive parasitic species that attach to fish, 
specifically targeting and killing native lake trout and other trout and 
salmon in Lake Ontario.  In 2022, the total number of estimated lampreys 
observed from April-August was 7,185, 584% higher than average. A 
lamprey control program is usually conducted each year by the Great 
Lake Fishery Commission in cooperation with Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada and NYSDEC. Unfortunately, lamprey control 
treatments did not occur in 2020, and treatments were limited to a few 
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locations in 2021 due to COVID. These treatment gaps obviously affected 
the sudden increase in numbers observed in the lake in 2022 and 
emphasizes the importance of the control program.  Fortunately, the 
control program is resuming fully in 2022. 

 
• 2022 Lake Ontario Tributary Creel Census – The tributary portion of the Lake 

Ontario creel survey runs from September through April and covers 21 Lake 
Ontario tributaries. This surveywas previously conducted every three years and 
will now be conducted annually. Having annual data on the tributary fishery will 
be instrumental in understanding the Lake Ontario fishery and evaluating our 
Lake Ontario salmon and trout stocking strategy. 
 

• Sea Lamprey Control – Angler reports and creel survey data both indicate that 
adult sea lamprey abundance in Lake Ontario increased substantially in 2022. 
This is not a surprise given that no sea lamprey control treatments were done in 
2020 and limited control was done in 2021. Sea lamprey control resumed in 2022 
and we expect sea lamprey numbers to decline within a few years.  
 
The Great Lakes Fishery Commission (GLFC) coordinates sea lamprey control in 
the Great Lakes through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO). All sea lamprey control treatments in Lake Ontario are 
done by DFO. Travel restrictions prevented DFO staff from conducting 
treatments in Lake Ontario tributaries in New York during 2020 and 2021. During 
2021, DEC partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Lake Champlain 
Sea Lamprey Control Unit to conduct successful sea lamprey treatments in 
Salmon River, Trout Brook, Little Sandy Creek, and Grindstone Creek. These 
streams are some of the largest producers of sea lamprey in Lake Ontario and 
conducting these treatments was critical to maintaining some level of sea 
lamprey control in Lake Ontario.  
 
In 2022 DFO was able to travel to New York and they successfully conducted 
sea lamprey control treatments in Little Salmon River, Lindsey Creek, South 
Sandy Creek, Catfish Creek, Eighthmile Creek, Ninemile Creek, Snake Creek, 
Sterling Creek, and the Black River. Larval sea lamprey assessment teams also 
surveyed New York tributaries in 2022 and this information will be used to 
develop future treatment schedules. 
 

• 2022 Spring Prey Fish Survey – The spring preyfish survey is a collaborative 
survey conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey, DEC, and the Province of 
Ontario using three large research vessels. The 2022 survey was completed as 
planned. Due to large numbers of age-1 alewife observed in 2021, the age 2 and 
older alewife biomass was predicted to increase in 2022. The 2022 survey found 
that the age 2 and older biomass did increase, but the increase was less than 
predicted due to low survival of alewife form age-1 to age-2. A full report will be 
available on the GLFC Lake Ontario Committee webpage 
(http://www.glfc.org/lake-ontario-committee.php) in mid-September. 
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• Pen-rearing projects – All Lake Ontario pen-rearing projects were conducted as 

planned in 2022 except for the experimental Salmon River Atlantic salmon 
project. This project was stocked later than planned and fish needed to be 
released early. A list of sites and numbers of fish being held in net pens in 2022 
is below.  

o Niagara River 
 Chinook salmon 75,000 
 Steelhead  15,000 

o Wilson Harbor 
 Steelhead  6,450 

o Olcott Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 113,600 
 Steelhead  17,000 

o Oak Orchard Creek 
 Chinook salmon 113,600 
 Steelhead  10,000 

o Genesee River 
 Chinook salmon 111,400 

o Oswego Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 111,400 

o Salmon River 
 Atlantic salmon 15,000 

o Sackets Harbor 
 Chinook salmon 75,000 
 Steelhead  10,000 

 
 

• 2022 Lake Trout Survey – The 2022 adult lake trout gill net survey was 
completed in late August. Abundance of stocked lake trout remained above 
restoration targets in 2021. A full report of the 2022 survey will be available in 
spring 2023. 
   
New Stocking Strategy – The Lake Ontario salmon and trout stocking strategy 
was completed in summer 2022 and is available on the DEC website at 
(https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/lostockingstrategy.pdf). The 
stocking strategy provides desired outcomes for the salmon and trout stocking 
programs and site-specific stocking targets designed to achieve those outcomes.  

 
• New Stocking Decision Making Process – DEC is working with the Province of 

Ontario to develop a more structured approach to making changes to the total 
number of salmon and trout stocked in Lake Ontario. This approach will identify a 
set of fisheries management outcomes for the Lake Ontario fishery, and predator 
prey balance indicators that will guide when adjustments should be made to the 
total number of salmon and trout stocked in Lake Ontario.  
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/lostockingstrategy.pdf
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• Atlantic Salmon Plan – A draft Lake Ontario Atlantic salmon fisheries 
management plan was made available for public comment in summer 2022. DEC 
is currently evaluating the information in the public comments and will develop a 
response to public comments and a final draft plan this fall.  
 

• Lake Ontario Fisheries Advisory Panel (LOFAP) – DEC has been working 
with a group of Lake Ontario open lake and tributary anglers for several years. 
The group was originally an ad hoc group known as the Lake Ontario fisheries 
management focus group. In summer 2022 the group was formalized as the 
Lake Ontario fisheries advisory panel. The new panel is made up of a 
combination of anglers who participated in the focus group and anglers that are 
new to the group. The panel has 2 open lake and 2 tributary anglers from each of 
the four Lake Ontario fisheries management areas (west, west central, east 
central, and east) and one at large angler. The purpose of the panel is to  

o Provide perspective on the status of the fishery to DEC and serve as a 
sounding board for assessing and developing management objectives and 
actions designed to sustain and improve the fishery, 

o Function as an instrument for information transfer, communicating the 
science and actions associated with our fisheries management to the 
anglers within their respective geographic sectors, and 

Act as the stakeholder voice for the wants and desires of New York anglers as 
they relate to the development of shared management actions between New 
York and Canada. 

 
• Spawning Habitat Enhancement Projects in Black River Bay and Chaumont 

Bay - Region 6 and Lake Ontario Unit worked in partnership with the USFWS 
and USGS to complete two spawning habitat improvement projects in Jefferson 
County. These projects enhance spawning habitat for walleye and lake sturgeon 
in Black River Bay, and cisco and lake whitefish in Chaumont Bay.  The Black 
River is the only tributary providing swiftwater spawning habitat for Lake 
Ontario’s Eastern Basin.  The completed project creates new spawning habitat 
for walleye, a popular sportfish; and lake sturgeon, a threatened species in New 
York State. Chaumont Bay is a large embayment that supports one of the last 
remaining spawning populations of lake whitefish and cisco in the New York 
waters of Lake Ontario. These fish are native to Lake Ontario and were part of 
the historic prey fish community, but their populations have been far below 
historic levels for several decades. 

 
Approximately $750,000 of Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative funding was used to construct the sites and will contribute to 
monitoring of the Black River site. The USGS Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic 
Science will conduct a study to evaluate spawning activity by quantifying the 
production of walleye and lake sturgeon before and after spawning bed 
development. DEC will monitor the Black River for use by adult walleye and lake 
sturgeon during the spring spawning period, DEC's Eastern Basin Warmwater 
Assessment will inform walleye and lake sturgeon recruitment, and information 
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collected during an Acoustic Telemetry Study will all provide information on the 
use and success of the Black River spawning bed.  The USGS Lake Ontario 
Biological Station will evaluate egg deposition and larval emergence on the newly 
constructed Chaumont Bay spawning reefs this fall and will continue to monitor 
several other unmanipulated control sites within the bay to compare the 
constructed reefs to the existing habitat. 

 
• St. Lawrence River / Eastern Lake Ontario Warmwater Fisheries - Region 6 

and Lake Ontario Unit conducted an electronic angler survey in August to better 
understand and characterize angler use of the black bass fisheries for the Lake 
Ontario’s Eastern Basin and the St. Lawrence River.  These black bass fisheries 
are among the best in the country.  Information on angling participation 
associated with these fisheries has not been collected in several years.  This 
survey is a first step in evaluating these fisheries for developing potential 
management strategies.  The survey was provided to all NY licensed angler via 
email and was included in the August 5th edition of The Fishing Line with a 
circulation of 168,000 subscribers.  Of the 4,055 people who completed the 
survey, 2,406 fished for black bass in these waters over the last 5-years.  Survey 
results will be reported in a Technical Brief, and will be available on our DEC 
website and in a future edition of The Fishing Line.  

 
Current black bass management in Lake Ontario’s Eastern Basin is guided by 
the Lake Ontario Fish Community Objectives.  NYSDEC is working with Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources to draft the St. Lawrence River Fish Community 
Objectives.  The electronic angler survey is a first step in evaluating these black 
bass fisheries.  This combined with public meetings will inform development of 
potential management strategies.  A St. Lawrence River Fisheries Management 
Plan will be drafted and include specific management actions for multiple fish 
species, including bass.   

 
• St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario Eastern Basin Walleye Telemetry Study 

In April, Region 6 Fisheries staff partnered with USFWS to begin a Walleye 
acoustic telemetry study.  This study will help us better understand Walleye 
populations in the Eastern Basin of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River.  The 
study is designed to assess movements, spawning, and how populations mix 
throughout the system.  Walleye tagged for the study were collected and tagged 
from Black River, Chaumont River, Oswegatchie River, Little Sucker Brook and 
Brandy Brook.  Additional walleye will be collected and tagged next year.  The 
acoustic tags have a ten-year battery life, so we are hopeful and excited to track 
their movements for quite a while.  
 

• St. Lawrence River (SLR) Thousand Island and Lake St. Lawrence Warmwater 
Assessments - In addition to the St. Lawrence River and Black River Bay highlights 
reported above, Region 6 staff completed the annual St. Lawrence River (SLR) Thousand 
Island and Lake St. Lawrence Warmwater Assessments.  Information collected during 
this and other SLR Surveys will inform the SLR Fisheries Management Plan.    
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INLAND MANAGEMENT 
 

• New York Trout Stream Management Plan 
o Stocking 2021 (9” yearling results) – 

Overall, 43% of measured trout lengths were below the 9-inch objective. 
Brook Trout had the highest percentage of measured individuals below 9 
inches at 56%, while Rainbow Trout had the lowest at 27%, and Brown 
Trout was at 48%.  Most trout under 9 inches were within 1 inch of the 
objective.   

  
 
o Catch & Release Evaluation Update – During the first autumn of the new 

catch and release only trout season (2021), angling effort was very light 
on most of stream reaches in the study. Point estimates ranged from zero 
to 39 hours/acre. Estimates were less than 10 hours/acre from October 16 
through December 15 for 20 out of the 25 stream reaches.  On average, 
50% of angler use occurred on weekend days.   

 
  

Length distribution of DEC hatchery trout stocking.  Vertical line is 9 inches (29mm) 
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Young-of-year (YOY) trout surveys were completed on 22 out of 25 
stream reaches. Surveys could not be completed on West Branch Outlet 
and Esopus Creek due to discharge that remained persistently too high for 
electrofishing.  The Oatka Creek survey could not be completed due to 
equipment malfunction.  All other surveys were completed between 
August 16 and September 29, 2021. 

  
Capture efficiencies ranged from 16% to 90%.  Mean YOY abundance 
was 166 trout/acre for Wild reaches (N=14 sites), 189 trout/acre for Wild-
Quality reaches (N=12 sites), and 247 trout/acre for Wild-Premier reaches 
(N=12 sites).  YOY densities varied greatly between sampling sites.  
These data provide a snapshot of YOY abundance for the last year class 
spawned during the closed season. 
 

 
o Stream Categorization Updates – The Categorization of New York State 

Trout Stream Reaches document was updated on March 22, 2022. The 
Bureau of Fisheries conducted the following evaluations this summer. 
Results of these surveys will be issued in technical briefs and used to 
update stream categorizations next March. 

 
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/tsmpreachcat.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/tsmpreachcat.pdf
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Inland trout stream surveys planned for 2022. An asterisk indicates a change in reach boundaries with no change in management 
category. 

Region StreamName 

Resurvey 
Scheduled 

(Year) 
Survey 
Type 

Current 
Management 

Category 

Recommended 
Management 

Category 
 

3 Neversink River 
2022 

Postponed Biosurvey 
Stocked-
Extended 

N/A 

3 Neversink River 
2022 

Postponed Biosurvey Other 
N/A 

3 Neversink River 
2022 

Postponed Biosurvey 
Stocked-
Extended 

N/A 

3 Neversink River 
2022 

Postponed Biosurvey 
Stocked-
Extended 

N/A 

3 Rutgers Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Stocked 
3 Sandburg Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Wild 
3 Sandburg Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Wild 
3 Sandburg Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Wild 
3 Wappinger Creek 2022 Biosurvey Wild-Quality Analysis Pending 

3 Wappinger Creek 2022 Biosurvey 
Stocked-
Extended 

Analysis Pending 

5 Mill Creek 
2022 

Postponed Biosurvey Stocked 
N/A 

6 Black River 2022 Angler Use Stocked Analysis Pending 
6 Felts Mills Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Analysis Pending 
6 Jacobs Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Analysis Pending 

6 
Middle Branch Moose 
River 2022 Angler Use Stocked 

Wild 
 

6 Moose River 2022 Angler Use Stocked Stocked* 
6 Otter Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Analysis Pending 
6 Sandy Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Analysis Pending 
6 Townsend Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Stocked 

7 Butternut Creek 2022 Biosurvey 
Stocked-
Extended 

Stocked-Extended 

7 
East Branch Owego 
Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked 

Stocked 

7 
East Branch Owego 
Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked 

Stocked 

9 Goose Creek 2022 Angler Use 
Stocked-
Extended 

Stocked 

9 Little Genesee Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Stocked* 
9 Root Creek 2022 Angler Use Stocked Stocked* 
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o Habitat Projects - DEC is providing materials in support of seven trout 
stream habitat enhancement projects undertaken by Trout Unlimited in 
2022 (see table below). All projects except for Chittenango Creek have 
been completed or should be completed by September 16 (Wiscoy 
Creek). 
 

 
 

 
Lunker structures under construction in Wiscoy Creek. 

Project Title DEC Region Material Type
Hoosic River Planting Project 4 Plant material
Chittenango Creek Habitat Improvement Project 7 Rootwads and logs
Schenevus Creek Riparian Buffer Planting 4 Plant material
Wiscoy Creek  9 Wood material
Battenkill  - Camdem Project 5 Stone/rootwads and logs
Battenkill - Eagleville 5 Stone/rootwads and logs
Battenkill - Upstream Black Creek 5 Stone/rootwads and logs
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Installation of a riparian buffer on Schenevus Creek. 

 
Root wads installed on the Battenkill River. 
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• Panfish Management 
o The new regulations (sunfish – 25/d and crappie 10” msl) appear to be 

acceptable to anglers as the feedback has generally been positive.   
 

o Big Panfish Initiative - The Big Panfish Initiative (BPI) study will evaluate 
the impacts of a special experimental sunfish regulation (8-inch 
minimum size and 15/ day possession limit) and an increase in the 
statewide minimum size regulation for crappie (from 9 inches to 10-inches) 
on the size structures of the respective populations in selected lakes. 
These regulations were implemented on April 1, 2022 and the sunfish and 
crappie populations in the study lakes will be annually monitored from 
2021 – 2025 to track potential changes. The following is a summary of 
results from the initial 2021 trap net surveys. 

o Sunfish were sampled from 11 lakes. Overall, 4,500 sunfish were 
collected, including 3,200 bluegills and 1,300 pumpkinseeds. No 
sunfish population met all size structure objectives, however, the 
growth objective (7 inches at age 5) was approached or exceeded 
on most study lakes, suggesting that size structures could be 
improved by limiting adult sunfish mortality. Condition was also 
relatively good for both species on most lakes.  

o Crappie were sampled from 10 lakes. Overall, 3,157 crappie were 
collected, including 3,094 black crappie and 63 white crappie. Size 
structures of crappie populations in study lakes were at levels 
approaching or exceeding objectives in most waters. In general, 
crappie populations were in good condition, however, length at age-
4 was below the objective of 10 inches for all black crappie 
populations. Thus, in general, black crappies on these lakes don’t 
typically reach legal size until they are at least age-5. Because 
most populations already have a high proportion of fish over 10 
inches, it remains to be seen if slower than desired growth will 
affect the proportions of fish over 10 inches under the new 
regulation. 

o A full report on the 2021 BPI trap net assessment will be available 
soon.  

 
o Tiger Musky Stocking - NYSDEC annually receives tiger muskie fry from 

Pennsylvania. Due to production shortfalls, only about half of the 
requested number of fry were received. The number available for stocking 
(50,000) was also therefore about half of the requested allocation 
(93,150). This resulted in only 10 of 37 waters being stocked this year.  
 

 
o Tiger Musky Growth Study - Two studies related to growth potential in 

tiger muskies were initiated at Oneida Hatchery in 2022. The objective of 
one study is to determine if tiger muskellunge raised in tanks with “Tiger 
Trees” (in-house manufactured artificial cover) have better growth, lower 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/bpistudy.pdf
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mortality, and a larger average size at stocking than those raised in tanks 
without added structure. The objectives of the other study include: 1) 
determining the growth potential through a one-month extension of rearing 
(through mid- to late September), and 2) determining if tiger muskies 
stocked at a larger size contribute more to angler catches than the typical 
9-inch stocked fish in Otisco Lake and Jamesville Reservoir.  

 
• Delaware Tailwaters – Draft reports documenting the results of the Joint 

Fisheries Investigation Plan implemented by DEC and Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission were prepared and reviewed.  The revised drafts are currently 
under Central Office review by both agencies. 

 
 

• Lake Sturgeon Recovery Update  
o A new population status assessment of lake sturgeon was completed for 

2021 as recommended in the recovery plan. We conclude that four 
Management Units have achieved both the adult population and 
recruitment goals, up from three Management Units in the 2018 
assessment. All three of the remaining Management Units show promising 
signs of population improvement. There are plans to collect and analyze 
additional data in two of the three unrecovered Management Units from 
2022 to 2024. The Central New York Management Unit continues to 
demonstrate recruitment and the presence of many mature adult lake 
sturgeon. DEC and partners are working on updated population estimates 
for Central New York. The Eastern Lake Ontario Unit will be assessed 
using acoustic telemetry to determine if most lake sturgeon spawning in 
the Unit remain resident in eastern Lake Ontario or come from other parts 
of the species’ range. If they come from elsewhere, then the Management 
Unit boundary may need to be redrawn. Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources staff continue to collect data in the Lake Champlain 
Management Unit which demonstrate some recovery. Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources also has their own lake sturgeon recovery plan.  
 

o In June, Region 6 Fisheries, DEC hatchery staff and USFWS staff 
executed an extremely successful egg collection from lake sturgeon in the 
South Channel of the St. Lawrence River in Massena, NY.  Using gillnets, 
a total of 104 sturgeon were collected over nine net-nights producing a 
catch per unit effort (CUE) of 0.47 fish per hour.  CUE in 2022 was the 
second highest since 2009 (0.59 fish per hour).  Eggs collected from six 
females were crossed with milt from 16 males to improve genetic diversity 
of progeny produced.  An estimated 221,250 eggs were collected, 
fertilized, and transferred equally to DEC’s Oneida Fish Hatchery and 
USFWS’s Genoa National Fish Hatchery in Wisconsin.  Fingerlings 
produced will be stocked into various waters of New York State. 
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• Oneida Lake  
o The Oneida Lake walleye population is currently estimated at one million 

adult fish, as high as it’s been since the 1980s. Due to the recent increase 
in abundance and a subsequent decrease in condition, the daily 
possession limit for walleye was increased from 3 to 5 fish in 2022.  

o Cornell University researchers are conducting a 2-month summer access 
site creel survey, a full open water season boat-roving creel survey, and a 
winter ice fishing creel survey to monitor fishing effort and success. From 
May through August, 1,082 angling parties have been interviewed. 
Targeted catch rates for both walleye and smallmouth bass have been 
consistently very good. Harvest of walleye through August was already 
near 100,000 fish with 2 months of the open water remaining. Prior to this 
year, none of the 17 estimates of open water walleye harvest since 1997 
exceeded 60,000.  

o Cornell is also conducting a mark-recapture study in 2022 to obtain their 
most accurate estimate of the current adult walleye population abundance. 
These timely estimates of abundance and harvest will provide the 
information needed to most appropriately manage the walleye fishery. A 
full assessment will be available in the spring of 2023. 
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• Finger Lakes Fisheries Management Plans – All eleven Finger Lakes 

Fisheries Management Plans (FMPs) have been drafted and are in Central Office 
for review. DEC will release these plans for public comment this winter.  These 
FMPs are the first in a series of plans committed toward more deliberate 
management of the States most popular fishing resources (AKA Top Waters 
initiative).  

 
• Lake Champlain 

 
o 2022 Fishing Creel Survey – A combined two-year report for the 2021 

and 2022 ice fishing creel surveys has been completed. The new 
streamlined report utilized the program R for statistical analysis. A new 
report format has been adopted so that future reports will be quicker to 
draft and standardized. An ice fishing creel survey along with an open 
water creel survey will be conducted for the next 5 years to provide 
baseline data that will be used for the development of a Lake Champlain 
Fisheries Management Plan. The 2021 open water creel survey report is 
currently being worked on. The 2022 open water creel survey will continue 
through the end of October. 
 

o Atlantic salmon Pen Rearing – The second year of the Atlantic salmon 
net pen project in Lake Champlain was a success. In cooperation with the 
Lake Champlain Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the City of Plattsburg, 
approximately 26,000 smolts were stocked into pens at the city maria and 
cared for by TU members. The fish were held in the pens for three weeks 
and then release. Smolt mortality was limited to 1% and the fish grow an 
average of 5 millimeters over the three weeks. This growth is considered 
ideal and should have induced imprinting of the fish to the Saranac River. 
All Atlantic salmon currently being stocked into the Lake Champlain 
system are genetically know which is part of a Parental-Based Tagging 
study. This will provide a better understand to the Lake Champlain 
Cooperative on how salmon are surviving and moving within the lake, and 
if they migrate from tributary to tributary. 

 
o Lake Trout - Lake Champlain Cooperative made the decision to reduce 

lake trout stocking in 2022 due to an increase in the percent of wild lake 
trout captured during previous years surveys. A reduction of 33% was 
recommended, which was accomplished by eliminating the NY portion of 
lake trout stocking into Lake Champlain. Surveys for wild spawn lake trout 
were conducted during the 2022 field season and that data will be 
evaluated over the winter to inform stocking rates. Monitoring of the wild 
lake trout will continue to be conducted and if the wild lake trout 
contribution declines, NY will resume stocking as indices indicate. Current 
research on lake trout includes the collection of acoustic telemetry data 
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and genetics investigation, along with continued evaluation of sea lamprey 
wounding rates and evaluation of habitat use within the lake. 

 
• Brook Trout Climate Adaptive Stocking Study – DEC is entering into a 

contract with Cornell University to study survival ability amongst different strains 
of brook trout in Adirondack ponds.  This five-year study will help DEC manage 
brook trout into the future of a warming climate. 
 

• Brook Trout Pond Management 
 

o Plan Drafting - DEC has begun developing a new brook trout pond 
management plan. Our current plan, written in 1979, was written to 
manage in the face of acid precipitation. The new plan will seek to 
manage in an era of challenge of climate change, while also seeking to 
address recreational fishing management needs in the 21st century. Five 
meetings have been held to date and progress is being made. As part of 
our information gathering, the Bureau of Fisheries conducted a survey of 
417,160 licensed anglers.  The link to the online survey was also included 
in the July 15 edition of the Fishing Line with a circulation of 168,000 
subscribers.  A total of 1,902 completed surveys were returned by anglers 
who reported fishing for brook trout in Adirondack or Catskill ponds.  A 
report summarizing the results is being prepared. 
 

o Barrier Rebuild – Region 5 Fisheries staff re-built a 58-foot-long fish 
barrier dam within the St. Regis Canoe Area this July. Student 
Conservation Association staff assisted with the demolition and 
construction of the new barrier. West Pine Pond, protected by this barrier, 
has wild brook trout, lake trout and one of the few kokanee populations left 
in the state. The barrier keeps non-native competitive fish species from 
entering the pond.  
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• Creel Surveys 2022 – DEC is conducting extensive year-round creel surveys on 
the waters below.  These creel surveys are being implemented to provide 
baseline data that will be used for the development of Fisheries Management 
Plans as part of our Top Fishing Waters Initiative.  
 

o Chautauqua Lake 
o Black Lake 
o Otisco Lake 
o Skaneateles Lake 
o Esopus Creek 

 
 

INVASIVE SPECIES UPDATES 
 

• Round goby and the Canal System - Round goby have been detected in the 
Hudson River below the confluence of the Mohawk River. Round goby were able 
to migrate downstream from Lake Ontario via the canal system and the Mohawk 
River and now threaten to move up the Hudson River and into the Lake 
Champlain Canal System. Surveys this summer conducted by the USGS in the 
Hudson River and Champlain Canal have not detected round goby above Lock 
C1. In conjunction with monitoring efforts, DEC and the Canal Corp. developed a 
rapid response plan that identifies intermediate measure to stop the movement of 
Goby until a long-term fix can be implemented by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
• Northern Snakehead in Bashakill Marsh – On August 8, 2022, Region 3 

Fisheries Staff responded to a report of a snakehead guarding a school of young-
of-the-year in the Bashakill Marsh. Staff met with the observer on-site and 
scooped up approximately 200 young-of-year snakehead with a dip net, 
confirming reproduction in the Bashakill Marsh. An adult snakehead was also 
captured. These findings corroborate the eDNA results from late summer, 2021, 
where 17 of 23 samples were positive for northern snakehead. Additional eDNA 
samples will be collected in late September 2022. 

 
In addition, Region 3 Fisheries Staff installed a temporary barrier in the D and H 
canal in September 2022 in efforts to prevent the spread of northern snakehead 
into the Hudson Drainage from the Bashakill Marsh. The canal is owned by 
Sullivan County, and they have granted us permission to install a temporary 
barrier.   
 
Bashakill Marsh is the only location in NY with Ironcolor Shiner and it is unknown 
at this time what the implications of snakehead here might be to that species. 

 
• Walleye in Keuka Lake –Region 8 Fisheries Staff captured 43 walleyes during 

their standard gang netting this summer.  Similar to the invasion of Skaneateles 
Lake to the east, this introduction has the potential to negatively impact the 
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salmonid fishery, which is currently experienced difficulties due to forage base 
declines. 
 

• Solar powered boat cleaning stations - Region 7 Fisheries recently obtained 
funding from the Onondaga Lake Natural Resources Damages Fund for two CD3 
solar powered boat cleaning stations. The units will be installed this Fall at the 
DEC’s Otisco Lake and Kenneth P. Lynch (Onondaga Lake) Boat Launches. 
These units are unique because they use vacuum and compressed air to clean 
boats instead of the standard water pressure systems. Because it is solar 
powered and doesn’t require water the units are entirely off the grid. They will be 
part of the DEC’s ongoing effort to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive 
species. 
 

REGULATORY UPDATES 
 

• Endangered Species List Update 
o A proposed rulemaking package to update the list of endangered, 

threatened and special concern freshwater fish species is in the early 
stages of preparation. A schedule for release is not yet available. The list 
has not been updated since 1996. 
 

• Hydroelectric relicensing 
Fisheries staff continue to place a large amount of effort toward hydroelectric 
project relicensing.  The bulk of this work is in Regions 5 and 6. 
 
DEC Region # of active relicensing projects 

3 3 
4 3 projects (4 facilities) 
5 17 projects 
6 17 projects (33 facilities) 
7 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted  

 
 

Stephen S. Hurst 
Chief, Bureau of Fisheries 
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