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DEC Furbearer Management Team
On To Greener Pastures

This fall, we say goodbye to Scott Smith (you may know him by Scotty
Bob) after a 33-year career with DEC. Scott started his career in Region 3
but has spent the last 16 years as a biologist in
Region 8. A lifetime trapper (see picture to right),
Scott has been an extremely valuable member of
our Fur Team for many years. His knowledge and
expertise will be greatly missed. If you see him
around at the convention or at fur auctions, make
sure to congratulate him on a great career!

CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL DEC OFFICE

Report Your Furbearer Sightings!
DEC wants to learn more about the occurrence of various furbearers
throughout New York such as bobcat, otter, fisher, marten, gray fox, weasel,
and snowshoe hare. Your observations help biologists understand the
distribution and abundance of these elusive or inconspicuous mammals.
You can report your observations online, and can even include photos! Go to
www.dec.ny.gov/animals/30770.html or e-mail us at wildlife@dec.ny.gov.
Thanks for your help!
On cover: Lucas C. with a muskrat he trapped with his dad, Matt. Lucas and Matt trap in Region 1.
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

PAGE 2

Marten Trapping Permit
Last Year’s Stats:
268 permits issued
111 trappers set traps
specifically for marten/
fisher
22 successful trappers
38 marten harvested (1.73
marten/successful trapper)
Harvest ratio of 3.75 males
per 1 female
On average, it took 385
trap-nights to harvest 1
marten
The 2021 harvest was 83%
lower than in 2020, which is
mostly related to the large beech
nut crop that was present in
2021 compared to a low crop in
2020. Harvests tend to be low in
high beech nut years, as
abundant food makes marten
less likely to come into bait. In
addition, marten travel less for
food, reducing their chances of
encountering a trap.

Like previous years, a free permit is still required to trap American (pine) marten during
the marten trapping season (Nov. 1st – 30th) in the Adirondacks (WMUs 5C, 5F, 5G, 5H,
5J, 6F, 6J). The permit includes an activity log which is to be returned to the
Warrensburg DEC office no later than December 10th. There is no longer a requirement
to turn in your marten carcasses or fisher jaws at the time of pelt sealing. In addition to
the marten permit, a valid NYS trapping license is required to trap marten.
To request a marten trapping permit, please contact regional biologist Tim Watson by:
518-623-1242

timothy.watson@dec.ny.gov

232 Golf Course Rd
Warrensburg, NY 12885

! Please note that a permit to trap fisher is no longer needed.
TRAPPING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

https://furbearermanagement.com/

https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwainspires/furbearer-management

Want to know the best trap for the critters you target? Check out
the traps that are BMP approved! You can even sort them by
animal, specific trap, or trap type. There is lots of other great
trapping-related information at these sites too.
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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2021-22 Trapping Harvest Data
New
and Upcoming
Furbearer
Projects
2021-22
Trapping Harvest
Data
Check out the
results from last
year’s harvest!

Here are the
reported harvest
numbers for fisher,
otter, bobcat, and
marten from the
2021-22 mandatory
pelt sealing
program.
To learn more about
harvest results in
your specific county
or town, visit our
website here:
https://www.dec.ny.
gov/outdoor/355.ht
ml#Harvest

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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2021-22 Trapper Survey Results
New and Upcoming Furbearer Projects
Every spring, DEC sends out a survey to 4,500 licensed trappers. This survey asks participants what species they
attempted to trap, how many of each species they trapped, and how much effort they put into trapping. The results
from this survey help us estimate total harvest for species that are not pelt-sealed. See below for harvest estimates
from the past 10 years. We thank participating trappers for providing us with this important data!

Total # Trap-Nights

Species

Estimated Trapping Harvest by Season Year
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

5-Year
Avg

Beaver

38,634 28,313 22,470 29,518 18,072 18,465 20,143 21,821 22,409 16,817 19,931

Coyote

14,370 12,767 14,817 11,631 10,317 8,415

8,758

7,874

8,596

4,693

7,667

Gray Fox

6,592

2,673

2,739

2,723

2,452

2,232

1,196

2,268

Mink

25,560 14,512 17,434 13,307 9,340

6,110

5,741

6,651

5,965

2,792

5,452

Muskrat

186,565 113,361 155,498 133,678 60,569 86,643 67,264 57,834 48,479 30,881 58,220

Opossum

14,523 16,047 11,557 5,644

Raccoon

57,089 52,873 41,537 25,121 18,944 17,929 21,434 19,308 19,407 10,233 17,662

Red Fox

23,347 19,292 21,211 17,367 11,829 8,728 11,121 9,832

9,792

6,489

9,192

Skunk

6,335

4,450

5,446

4,262

4,037

2,503

3,789

3,064

2,515

1,372

2,648

Weasel

2,886

1,014

1,535

1,345

553

281

832

467

986

353

584

5,308

7,391

4,446

7,368

6,308
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Estimated trapping effort has been steadily
declining since 2012/2013, when fur prices
were high and estimated harvests peaked.
Last season had the lowest estimated
trapping effort since the current version of
the survey started in 2006 (surveys done
before this time used different methods and
are not directly comparable).

On the 2021-22 Trapper Survey, we asked participating trappers to rank factors that may have limited their
trapping effort this past season. Overall, personal reasons had the largest impact on trapping effort, followed by
low fur prices and high costs.
Limited Access
Low Furbearer Populations
Low or Unknown Fur Prices
High Costs (gas, equipment, supplies)
Personal (health, family, work)
Weather

1 - Large Impact

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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3

4

5 - No Impact
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Fisher Demographics Study

This last spring was the final field season of our fisher demographic project that will inform what factors are
influencing fisher populations in a stable Tug Hill population and a potentially declining population in the
Central Adirondacks. Due in large part to several NYS-licensed
trappers, we captured a total of 181 fisher: 97 males
Trappers cooperating with DEC live(59 adults/38 juveniles) and 84 females (37 adults/47 juveniles). trapped over 40% of the fisher in this
The focus of our field work was to capture and monitor adult
study. We want to give a big thank you to
females to determine how many kits they had and how many
all the trappers who helped make this
survived until June. To do this, we fitted them with collars to
project a success!
find den trees and set trail cameras at the base of these trees
to capture photos of them moving their kits. We were able to capture photos of 20 females and their kits
throughout the project. On average, females moved between four and five den trees. We will continue tracking
all of the collared animals through this fall to determine survival rates. SUNY-ESF is completing the final data
analyses, with final results expected by next spring.

Movements of a juvenile female fisher.

Movements of an adult female with kits.

Comparison of movement from two females in the Tug Hill Study area from March-May. The left
image shows the movements of a juvenile female, while the righ was an adult female with kits.
Green dots represent points that were obtained with high satellite confidence and red dots low
confidence. It was typical to see extreme movements in juvenile females and a very tight home
range for adult females. Both these maps are at the same scale.
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Best of Photos – Northern Zone Fisher

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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New and Upcoming Furbearer Projects
New and Upcoming Furbearer Projects
Estimating Occupancy and
Abundance of Bobcats
Once restricted to
mountainous regions in NY,
bobcat populations have
increased and expanded
throughout central and
western NY in recent years.
To effectively manage this
species, there is a need for
better estimates of bobcat
populations. This project will
attempt to use non-invasive
hair snare cubbies to identify individual bobcats and estimate how
many reside in NY and where they can be found across the state.
This information will help us make harvest management decisions
and evaluate the potential for additional harvest opportunities in
the future.

Muskrats in New York
Since the 1970s, there has been a significant decline in muskrat
populations across North America. In NY, harvests have declined
by nearly 90% over this period. However, it is difficult to draw
conclusions from harvest
numbers alone, as furbearer
harvests vary widely based
on market conditions and
effort.
The DEC will be
embarking on a new
project, partnering with
SUNY-ESF to develop
methods for a statewide
muskrat survey. This will
give us a better
understanding of our
muskrat populations and a
way to monitor the potential
decline and better inform
future harvest management.
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

These projects are funded by
Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration, also known as the
Pittman-Robertson Act.

What is the Pittman-Robertson
(P-R) Act?
Following significant declines in many
wildlife species, sportsmen and
women partnered with the firearms
and ammunition industry to request
that Congress impose an excise tax
on firearms and ammunition to help
fund wildlife conservation. The
resulting P-R Act was passed in
1937. Revenue from this excise tax is
divided among state wildlife agencies
to fund wildlife conservation and
management programs as well as
hunter and trapper education
programs.
Over the past 5 years, NY has
received over $75,000,000 in federal
funding under this program. This
money has supported DEC projects
on fisher, marten, bobcat, coyote,
otter and more.
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River Otter Surveys

This past winter, DEC biologists and technicians were busy conducting river otter sign surveys across the
Southern Zone. The results from these surveys will be compared to surveys conducted in 2017 and 2018 to
estimate population trend and abundance of river otters throughout the Southern Zone, particularly in parts of
western New York where otter were reintroduced in the early 2000s. While we have partnered with SUNY-ESF
to complete final analyses, below are some fast facts and preliminary results from this past round of surveys.
1,128 sites surveyed across 8 DEC regions
Otter were detected at 13% of sites
(compared to 11% in 2018)

In addition to otter, we were also looking
for muskrat sign during surveys. We hope
to be able to use this information to better
inform future muskrat surveys.

Otter were more likely to be found in areas
with beaver activity
Although otter were found in all habitat
types surveyed (river, stream, wetland,
pond, lake), they were most likely to be
found in wetlands
Otter occurrence in the recovery area was
comparable to areas in southeastern NY
that support an otter harvest
Although final results are still pending, all signs point to a stable
or growing otter population. The otter reintroduction program
was a success, with otter now widespread throughout the state.
The occurrence and abundance estimates from these surveys
will be used to inform future harvest management for otter. Stay
tuned for more information!
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Surveillance for Zoonotic Parasite (Echinococcus
multilocularis
) of Wild Canids
in New York
State
New
and Upcoming
Furbearer
Projects
Echinococcus multilocularis is a tapeworm

that typically infects wildlife but can be
transmitted to humans where it causes the
disease alveolar echinococcosis, which can
be fatal if left untreated. Humans become
infected by ingesting the parasite eggs,
which are shed in the feces of infected
definitive hosts (coyotes, wolves, foxes,
dogs). The infective eggs are microscopic
and can be present on the body of an
infected host, in the feces, or in the
environment. Ingesting the eggs leads to
the development of the larval form of the
parasite within the liver and lungs, which
can lead to intestinal blockages or death.
In the 2021-2022 season, 3 cases of Echinococcus multilocularis infections were detected in hunterharvested coyotes in Dutchess and Montgomery County. The prevalence and distribution of the parasite
across the state is currently unknown. Graduate students at SUNY College of Environmental Science and
Forestry are continuing a surveillance study for the 2022-23 hunting and trapping seasons to identify the
parasite’s range in New York. Fecal samples collected from harvested coyotes and foxes can be used to
identify cases of E. multilocularis infection.
Are you a canine trapper? We need more samples! Anyone
interested in assisting in this surveillance study by submitting fecal
samples from coyotes and foxes is welcome to contact current
SUNY-ESF graduate student Corinne Conlon (clconlon@syr.edu) for
more information and collection guidelines.

Protect Yourself!
Preventative measures suggested by the CDC to limit transmission of this parasite from wildlife to
humans includes:
Wear gloves when handling canid carcasses or feces
Wash hands thoroughly after handling canid carcasses
Disinfect anything that may have been in contact with carcasses or feces
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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NYS Pelt Sealing Instructions
The possession tag must be filled out immediately after you
reach your motor vehicle, camp, or home, whichever comes first

To obtain a seal, set up an appointment with
wildlife staff at a regional NYSDEC office

Bring your hunting/trapping license,completed
possession tag,and carcass/pelt to your appointment

*Frozen: The
carcass must be
thawed out
enough to affix a
seal through the
webbing on the
foot, or the head
should be skinned
from lip to eye
hole.

Whole
carcass

Pelt

Fresh/thawed:
The seal will be
affixed through
the webbing on
the foot, or the
head should be
skinned from lip to
eye hole.

*Frozen: the pelt
must be thawed
enough to get a
seal through the
webbing of the
front or hind foot,
nostril, eye holes,
leg hole, or
mouth.

Species that
require a pelt
seal in NY:
fisher, marten,
otter, bobcat

*Dried: The seal
will be affixed
through the eye
hole. The hole
should be big
enough to get a
seal through.

Upon arrival, a NYSDEC representative will collect your
possession tag and affix a seal to the carcass/pelt

The carcass/pelt can now be sold, transfer ownership,
leave New York State,or be mounted or tanned.

You must obtain a pelt seal before:
- 10 days have passed since the close of the season within the WMU where the fur was taken, or
- It is sold or ownership is transferred to another person, or
- It leaves NYS
- It is mounted or tanned
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Pelt Sealing FAQ
?
?
?
?

?
?
?

A
A
A
A

A

Where do I get a Furbearer Possession Tag?
Possession tags can be obtained from your regional DEC office or printed
from the DEC website at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9209.html#Seals
Do I have to attach the Furbearer Possession Tag to the carcass/pelt?
No. The completed possession tag needs to remain in the possession of
the trapper/hunter OR with the pelt/unskinned animal.
Can you mail me the pelt seals?
No, pelt seals cannot be mailed. By DEC regulation, only DEC authorized
staff can affix pelt seals to the carcass/pelt.
I want to get the harvested animal mounted; can I have my taxidermist
skin the animal before it is sealed?
Yes, as long as arrangements are made by the trapper/hunter to have the
pelt sealed before the end of the 10-day period after the season ends
where the animal was harvested, and any required biological samples are
turned in at the time of sealing. In most cases, NYSDEC staff are not able
to travel to a taxidermist to seal pelts, and pelts must be taken to a DEC
office to be sealed. The animal MAY NOT be mounted or tanned until the
pelt seal is attached.
Who do I call to obtain a pelt seal?
To set up an appointment to have the carcass/pelt sealed, you can contact
your regional DEC wildlife office. See page 2 of this update for contact
information.

A

Can I put more than one species on my Furbearer Possession Tag?

A

When can I remove the pelt seal?

No, only one species should be listed per page. However, you may list
multiple animals of the same species on the same page.

Pelt seals can be removed once the pelt is processed for taxidermy,
display, tanning, or manufacturing.

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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Pelt Sealing FAQ
?

?

?

?

A

A

A

A

What happens if the pelt seal breaks?
If the pelt seal breaks or falls off, contact the regional DEC wildlife
office for a replacement seal.
Are there special preparations that need to be made if I want to
have a frozen animal/skin sealed?
If a skin will be frozen at the time it is presented for sealing, even if it
hasn’t been removed from the carcass, a popsicle stick, pencil,
dowel, or similar object should be inserted either from the mouth
hole through one of the eye holes or through the webbing of a hind
foot prior to freezing. Make sure this hole is accessible after freezing.
Removal of the stick at the time of sealing allows the seal to be
inserted in the skin without thawing it out. NYSDEC staff may refuse
to seal frozen skins which have not been prepared in this manner.
Is there anything that I need to do for dried pelts?
For animals that have been pelted, the seal is typically placed through
an eye hole. For river otter or fisher, please place a pencil, dowel,
popsicle stick, or similar object through both eye holes before drying.
When using wire stretchers, make sure to remove the skin from the
stretcher before sealing occurs.
Can I keep a roadkill fisher, marten, river otter, or bobcat that I
find?
If the trapping or hunting season is open for the species in a WMU,
you may keep a dead furbearer found on roads within that WMU. You
must have a valid hunting or trapping license for the season/species
in question, complete a furbearer possession tag and obtain a pelt
seal for that animal.

New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation
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